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Call of
the old
Retrois all
the rage

in handsets

Bobbie Johnson

First it was vintage heavy-
metal T-shirts, then came leg
wirmers and Lycra. Now old
mobile phones have become
the retro fashion accessory to
be seen with.

Twenty years after Britain's
first mohile phone call was
made, technology has leapt for-
ward but hipsters and home-

| bodies alike are rejecting flashy

new models in favour of tried
and trusted phone favourites.
\ Retrofone, a new company
hopingto cash in on the trend,
bctleves many peaple are fed
up with complicated modern
hxndsms and want to stick
with the “classic” late 19908
designs they are used to.

“Retro has always been fash-
lonable to some extent. People
arc’ always looking back-
wards,” said Olly Tagg, who
started the company after he
found success selling old
handsets on the auction web-
site eBav.

“When you use an old
phone, you're making a state-
ment: 'm not with the main
crowd, I'm slightly different”

Rather than suffering from
mobile anxiety - embarrass-
ment over the clunky look or
largesize of older handsets - a
new generation of phone
fanatics are using their an-
tique handsets with pride.

“Most of these fashion things
begin as an ironic flash in the
pan and then end up being
massive,” says Kevin Brad-
dock, contributing editor of
men’s style magazine GQ.

“About ﬂvc years ago phoan
stopped bcconum. a tool and
became a way to express your
personality. That means there
is always going to be an ap-
petite for phones that make
you stand out.”

Although older handsets
have a high kitsch value, many
people prefer them because
they are simpler to use and less
expensive than new models.

Environmentally-aware
phone users are encouraged
by the idea that [t is greenerto
recycle mobiles than to dis-
card them. With networks of-
fering regular handset up-

xrmlcs to subscriber.u. ane

.study has estimated that more

than 105m phones are thrown
away cach. year in Europe
alone.

Not only could rescuing an
old phone from the scrapheap
crank up your cool factor, it
could also save lives - asingle
mobile phone battery contains
enough  kidney-destroying
cadmium to poison 600,000
litres of water.

“We actually contacted Ox-
fam about recycling,” said Mr
Tagg. "Now, every time we
send a phone out, customers
get & green bag so that they

can \cml back lln i q}d brick

-and recycle it

The oldest mobile Retrofone
sells in bulk dites back to
1996, although earlicemodels
are available to collectors and
dedicated buyers.

The most popular model is
the Nokia 7110, hugely popular
four years ngo but now
supplanted more advanced
models. Its simplicity con-
trasts with the new thied gen-
erntion (3G) phones which are
able to download music and
Mim clips and malke video calls.
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Model phones

Nokla7110

Hugely. populcrwhonltcame
out four years ago, thanks o a
large screen and spring -
loadod key guard

Nokia 8110

The “banana phono” soid by
the bucketioad by combining
the key guard with the
raceiver, which attracted
customers put off by more
miniature models

Motorola StarTec
Ite clamshell designhas
but the StarTac is
by thosawho enjoy its

i clunky look

| EricssonT28
i Five yoars old, but popular

v.lthmwhoukoltsd«hn !

Sony Z5
Half phone, hdfwalkb-wido,.
[tremnins atrand-setler




